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dance by six young men and six ladies, a contre-danse
and several "minuets," then a "Roger de Coverley"
proposed by the English Ambassadress; but few knew
the dance, but on once seeing the four first couples they
quickly acquired it and acquitted themselves very well
amongst much laughter. When there is a gathering
of young people of this kind it is much gayer. Even
father, Pozzo di Borgo, and the Chevalier Stuart joined
in the dance. I had for partner Katinka Galitzin. My
newly acquired "pigeon's wings" were much applauded.
We supped at midnight. Mamma slept in the coach
going home.

JANUARY 6

Splendid skating on the petit lac, which was reserved.
I got home just in time to dress to go to a twelfth-night
party at Comtesse de Gallatin's. After cutting the
gateau du roi, Puyse"gur drew the bean in his bit and
Mile Caumont la Force found the other one. They
were duly clothed in red velvet mantles trimmed with
ermine, gold paper crowns on their heads, and they
were the reigning king and queen for the evening. It
was put to the vote for the Court places. I was voted
to be the Court fool and wore a fooPs cap. As I con-
sidered it an insult, I determined to fool to my heart's
content. After the king and queen had been escorted
in state to their throne the revels commenced. Minuets,
pavanes, mazurkas, were danced in rapid succession.
Supper was announced at 11 o'clock. I slipped out
unobserved, got hold of one of the footmen (whose palm
I greased), and got him to get me a large foot-tub full
of warm water; this I had placed facing the throne.
I enlisted the aid of two of my cronies, placed a chair on
either side of the tub, covering the whole with a quilt
which I got my footman to procure for me. Seating my
friends, one on one side and one on the other, I told
them that sudden death would overtake them if they

119ed her how to make toast as we do in America.
